[Entrapment of the anterior tibial artery in a distal tibial fracture after intramedullary nailing].
We present a patient with a closed displaced distal tibia fracture with entrapment of the anterior tibial vessels in the fracture after tibial nailing. This complication was initially not recognised. After several debridements of the forefoot on the same side due to open metatarsal fractures and severe soft tissue injury, a free latissimus dorsi flap was used for covering the dorsum pedis. Preoperative angiography showed occlusion of the anterior tibial artery at the fracture line which was interpreted as a secondary occlusion due to an intima lesion of the vessel after injury. The entrapment in the fracture line was recognised intra-operatively during the preparation of the anterior tibial vessel.